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facsimile apparatus - judges, with respect to each colour ink, whether 
not printhead is in normally dischargeable status, by comparing 
pulse -width obtained from output of photosensor with threshold value 
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Abstract (Basic) : EP 767067 A 

The printer includes a first discriminator (19) for discriminating 
the type of a printhead and a selector (25) for selecting a threshold 
value according to printing characteristics the printhead and the 
output of the first discriminator. A test-discharger (24,30,33) 
discharges ink from the printhead as test discharge and a photosensor 
(8) detects ink droplets discharged by the test discharger. A second 
discriminator (25) compares the output of the photosensor (8) with the 
threshold value for discriminating an ink-discharge status. Each time 
printing of received facsimile image data for one page of print sheet 
has been completed, the printhead is moved to a position close to the 
photosensor, and test ink discharge is performed. 

At this time, the type of printhead is determined, and it is 
judged, whether or not the colour printhead is in normally 
dischargeable status, by comparing a pulse-width obtained from output 
of the photosensor with the threshold value. Otherwise, one of several 
threshold values according to print modes and ink colours is read from 
a ROM, and test ink discharge is performed with respect to 
corresponding each colour ink. 

ADVANTAGE - Performs accurate detection of existence/absence of ink 
even if type of attached printhead is changed. 
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